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C. DEVELOPMENTS IN CAMBODIA

Khieu Samphan’s Speech at Anniversary Meeting
Phnom Penh home service 2300 gmt 15 Apr 77
Text of recorded speech by Khieu Samphan, President of the State Presidium of

Democratic Cambodia, at 15th April mass meeting in Phnom Penh marking the second
anniversary of the 17th April victory and the birth of Democratic Cambodial

Jow me to express the most profound salutations to ali friends|present hes

today at this meeting to celebrate, aiong with our people throughout the|counity. the
second anniversary of our great 17th Apill victory, the second anniversary of the bisth of
our Democratic Cambodia and the festival of out t;aditional New Year.

This triple occasion reminds us of the sublime heroism of our worke:s, peasants
and revolutionary army. On this occasion we meditate with great emotion and profound
revolutionary sentiments on our late workei-peasant heroes and the comfades-in-arms,
male and female combatants and rcadres, who made all kinds of sacrifices in the arduous,
complicated, tortuous and difficult struggle until the country was completely and
definitively liberated and until the complete and definitive liberdtion of the
worker-peasant class which has now become the true master of the country and of its
own destiny.

At all times, and particularly on this occasion, we always ask ourselves whether
we have anything with which to repay the good service rendered by our heroes, our
comrades-in-arms, male and female combatants and cadres, who courageohsly sacrificed
their lives for the cause of Lberating the pation and peopic. To repay the good sesvice of
our heroes, ail of us firmly pledge belore the memory of ‘our people and anny to carry on
the tradition left behind by our heroes who fought courageously in the tecent past. We
pledge to carry out diligently all revolutionary tasks of ous heroes in order to contribute,
along with our people throughout the country, to defending the nation, [preserving our
workel-peasant adminisiration, protecting our revolutionary gains and building our
Democratic Cambodia to the best of ous ability. We piedge to fulfil this task with a high
sense of responsibility, exerting our utmost efforts to carry it out successfully.

The blood shed by our people and revolutionary army will certaiLly impel all of
us further to strengthen and develop our revolutionary stand, transforming it into 2
greater force in perfotming revolutionary duties during the current era, Not.:, after driving
out all US imperialists and their lackeys of all stripes from our countiry, O r workers and
peasants and our revolutioriary army have become the undisputable masters of our
country and administration. During the past two years, under the correct and
iear-sichted leadership of our revotutionary organization, our workeri peasants and
revolutionary army have scored many other greal achievements, especially those which
clearly attest to our great capability, both in the field of defending our country and
administration and in the field of comprehensive national rehabilitatioh based on the
principles of independence and selfweliance.

The comprehensive victories won during the past two years we of a militant,
significant and audacious character and were achieved through persistent struggle over a
thousard and one obstacles. In the field of defending Democratic Cambodia, protecting
our worker-pzasant administration and p:eserving our Cambodian revotutibnary fruits, we
were a2ble o do so complately, exercising mastecy and without complica{ions or worries,
since our army, with the co-operation of our union workers, co-operati‘ve peasants and
various bases, had allowed no enemy to infiltrate our temitory or territdedal waters or to

sabotage our Cambodian revolution, whethet from outside oc from within
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Not only did we succeed in defending Democratic Cambodia and piotecting the
worker-peasant administration, but we managed to defend everything belonging to us and
even to create much better and more reliable conditions for fuf:ure defence tasks. Qur
national defence situation is improving each year. In pacticular, the sjtuation in 1977 is
far better than that in 1976, thus allowing us to strengthen and further expand our
worker-peasant administration.

Immediatzly after Lberation, when we suffered untold difficulties as we had just
smered from the devasrating US fmpedalisss’ war, the enamy failed to cause us aay
serious trouble. Today, the ensmy ceriainly <zanot do us 2ay harm. This is our firm
beiief, stemming from conczete, practisal evidence. Howevar. we must carty on the rask
of defending our Democratic Cambodia, proteciing our worket-peasant administration
and preserving the fuits of ows Cambodian :evolution by resolutely suppressing all
categodes of enemies, preventng them from committing aggression, interfecence or
subversion against us. We must wipe out the enemy in our capacity as masters of the
situation, following the lines of domestic policy, foreign policy arid militacy policy of qur
revolutionary organization, Everything must be dene neatly and thoroughly, W= must not
become absent-minded, caweless or forgetful because of past viclton'es. Cn ths contrary,
we must further stesl ourselves, remain alert, constantly mzintain the s»irit of
revolutionary vigilance and continue to fight end suppress all |stripes of enzmy at all
times.

In the field of nation buildinz. we have also achieved important victories during
the past two years. Shortly after we smerged from the war, we|were empty-handed and
deprived of food, tools and catile. We suifered untold hardships. Still, we succeeded in
restaring the economy and rebuilding the countey independently [and self-reliantly.

This is a great lesson, a geat experience. In 1976 we managed to solve our
problems and fulfil the production pian. As a result, we harvested a good crop for 1977.
Now we can feed our people a sufiicient ration allocated by tHe State, We even have a
surplus of grain for export. Therefore, this should be recorded!in cur histoty. We have
managed to prevail because we adhere to the stand of complete self-reliance and
indspandence and to our high sense of patriotism and lofty revolutionary spitit.

Let us consider the resulis of the implementation of the fisst three months of
our revclutionary organization's 1977 plan. We can see that the 1esults far ercsed those
of 1976, Our people have become more enthusiastic and seething in their struggle to build
the country. First, our workers and peasants are increasingly| content with their new
administration. The poor and Jower-middle psasants are content; so are the middle
peasants. Beside this, those of the other classes from Phnom Pehh who are also patriotic,
now see mote clearly that this administration is correct, highly patriotic and independent.
They become incrzasingly aware that following the line of independence is not casy. They
know that ihiz rosd is certainiy not strewn with toses. and shoricomings ace not
unknown, but it is an honourable, noble road. Therefore, they become more detemmnined.

For this reason, profound changss have occured in our national society. Along
with this, our forces are increasing; food is sufficient; the people’s health is better than
before: there are more drugs and medicines than before; the cattle herd is larger than in
1976 various tools and equipment are better and more widely :available than in 1576, At
the same tire, we are also more expzrienced; we can organize our forces better; our
manpower is mote disciplined; work is carzied out better through shifts and schedules and
there ate res: hours to enable worke:s to renew their strength.

. Therefote, the thrust to build cur country in 1977 |is more powerful than in
1976. Some of our progressive production corps have already fulfilled the 1977 plan,
such as the salt production corps. This coips is fulfilling the 1977 plan by 160%.
Therefo:e, we now have sufficient salt to meet the needs of oulr pecple. Salt is one of the
steategic products which used to gve us difficulty. Now, we cah solve this difficulty. This
is another great victory we have achieved.
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Ancthe: progessive corps is that of rubbe: producuon. This co-ps has al:eady
tulfiiled its qua:t2:jy plan 100%. Rubber is an impo:tant product fo: expoit. It is second
oniy 10 :ce as 4 hard currency eamer to Gnance ol nanon b'u ding etforts, Therefore,
‘he etficént implemeniation of out evolutionaty organizatidn’s 1977 plan =hou:d be
sean as another great viciory for us.

Furthetmose, at every construction site wheie dams are being built and
resecvoirs and ditches are dug, marny c¢oips have alceady finished their 1977 plans. 'Ihey
aie now helping other units to complete their wotk on other fronts. These progressive
COips can be seen in every zegmn secto: and district. So far, many construction sites have
fulﬁlled from 60 10 70% of the work. At this rate, sevezal canal-digging projects will be

L0G% completed by the end of April. Acicss the nation, all construction sites will fulfil
'“° PETT phag hy the wnd of May. These projzcts inciude dams for watering the fields «ll
the yeat reund snd coniainng she warz of Prek Thaot (T}H"" and other tfams.
Moreover, we have bullt o are buaiding ia;ge roseovous of hundzeds of mithons of cubic
metres and medium and smail reservoirs of 20,000.000 cutn. and 10 000,600 cu.m.
iespectively. At the same time, we are alzo building many numpfing stations.

Therefore, we can see that our countryside is undecgoing tremendous changes.
Each construction site of a 1eservoir, canal or dam is manned by as many as 10,000,
20,000 or even 30,000 workers. For this reason, the work progresses quickly. In our
Cambodian countryside, the months of March and April usad to be very drv. ln many
places tnete now flourisi. theusar.ds of hectares of dry season rice; water is flowing freely;
and with water, the scenery iIs fiesh, the plants are fr2sh, life is|fresh and peopire smiiing.

Have these achievements been made possible by machines? No, we have no

machines. We do everything by mainly relyving on the suength of cur people. We work
compleiely seif-relianily. This shows the meu\heimmﬂ nembm of our people. This also
shows the great forces of our people. Though ba'ehand.d they can do everything. They
were powerful when they waged the war against the agressor US imperialists, and they are
powerful in their drve to build the nation. ’

The movement to collect fertilizer is also gaining great momenturm. There are

" alluvial, animal, vegetable and other tyves of fertilizer, Mlﬂxons of tons of these soil

additives are bemg couected in each sector. Not a single cent has been spent on importing
fertilizers. On average, three tons of fertilizer are spread over onle hectare of land. In some
areas, more is added.

The cattle and buffalo are our closest comrades-in-aims in the nation-building
campaign, This year, cur cattle are very heaithy and fat becausé we have orgarized farces
to tzke better care of them than last year. These forces are erhployed to look for grass,
build stables and maintain smoking logs [to keep mosquitoes away from cattle at night].
If our cattle work hard, we can build our country rapidly since we use no machines to
fulfil our tasks. We rely on the power of catile and buffalo this and our stand of
mdependence and self-reliance, Later, when we have much bigger funds, we will get the
machines gradually to help our forces. At the same time, we Will strive to build various
tools and machines ourselves. We will go from hadng nothing #0 having something, from
little to plenty and from small to big. This is the nation-building kne of our revolutionary
organization, a line that is independent and self-reliant. Great pfogress has also been made
in the field of insecticide production.

What changes have been brought to the daily life of four people? The people’s
living conditions are directly related to the national defence 2fforts of Democratic
Cambodia, to all endeavours aimed at consolidating and expanding our worker-peasant
administration, aad to our nation-building efforts, Our countfy has a smail population,
making it necessary for us rapidly to strengther and expand olir population, protect the
existing forces, feed the existing forces and expand new forces. This is the political line
dictated by our revolutionary organization. Therefore, we must nustuse our people. A
sufficient amount of three, two and a half, or two smali tin cans [of rice] is allocated
daily. Moreover, there is dessert. In the past, how many |times did the poor and
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tower-muddle peasants eat sweet foods per month” Ve:ry :acely. They could affo:d only
g:cen guava and orher fruits On ave:age they now eat dessert thiee times 2 month, which
is surficient 1o take care of their heaith and faiten them up. How is the health of our
p=ople a7 present? In general, theu health is good - both the vetemi';s of the liberated zone
and the newcome:s ace alike. You cannot tell the old peasants from the newcomers.
Malacia is atso much less of a problem tham in previous years. Thif is because, on the one
hand. our regimen is sufficient, our workers enjoy adequate rest Hours and our medicines
have become increasingly availabie; on the other hand, we have iil'nplemented a series of
anti-malarial programmes. For this reason, this vear's grain harvest was carred out by
almost all th2 working forces. Unlike the previous year, we could harvest rapidly.

Hospitala: Al co-operatives hove their own hosplialy end iaboratodes for
compounding medicines, These lahoratories can be seen in all co-operaives, districts,
sagtors, regions and in Phnom Penh. The:e are pharmaceutical laboratories everywhere,
and although they remain prinutive. we have 2lready made |prepacations for their
expansion and upgrading. Moceover, in Phnom Penh our comrades are learning medical
techniques more extensively, There are obstetricians, surgeons, dehtists, ophthalmologists
and ear, nose and throat specialists. Therefore, with every passing year we have gained
more and more medical expertise $0 as to serve our people more efficiently.

Clothes: We are not yet at the stage of b2ing stylish or well-diessed, but we ave
qufficient clothes. Therefore, we can say that the living conditions of our poor and
lower-middle peasants are much impraved.

As regards housing, we have also bzgun to build houses a
isirict sector and region has its own housing projects to provide

ccording to plans. Each
'hotmes for the peopie.

The number of uniis to be buili annually depeads on ihe materals available in each

locality. In some places, beautiful houses are built and allocate
co-operatives are gradually taking shape. :

In the field of culture: Is there any schooling in our coun

d to families. Our new

try? Of course, there is;

but our education is mainly carried out within the frameworks of; our workers’ unions at

various factores, within the framzworks of our peasanis’ co-op

eratives and within the

frameworks of each unit of our revolutionary army.

Our goal is to eradicate illitaracy. The old as wall as the children, and especiaily
the children, must learn. It is necessary for our worksrs and pe%isants to know how to
read and calculate. This is compulcry because it is necessary for them to leamn about

politics and technology in order to strengthen and deveiop our political and technological .

capability in the future as part of cur efforts to defend and build the country, keeping it
strong and fit at all times. For this reason, we have gradually published alphabet and
arithmetic books. In general, schooling takes place mainly in factories and co-operatives.
This method of education keeps the students close to their work and to reality. The
educational, literary and cultural policy of our remlutionary' organization aims at
tlending Yterature and culture togethar with the ideas of work, production, nationalism,
nationzl defence and national construction. . T

Under the old regime, did the scheolchildren, college students and university
graduates know anything about the true natural sciences of our cbuntryside? Could they.

tell the difference between an early rice crop and a 6th-month rice crop? Did they know .

when z2nd where rice is to be sown and transplanted? No, they did|not. Therefore, we can
say that they were separated from reality. Consequently, they could do nothing truly
subswantial. They relied completely on foreigners, expecting foreifn equipment and even
fe:eign experis to do jobs for them. Everything was done according to foreign books and
foreign standards. Therefore, it was useless and could not serve the needs of our peuple,
nor could it be of any help to building our nation.

By conirast, our children in the rural areas have always had very useful
rricwitdge. They can fell you which cow is tame and which is skittish. They can mount a
buffain from either side. They are the masters of the herd. They have practically mastered
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natute. They know the ditferent stiains of rice like their ewn pockets. They can teil
which is early rice, which is late-maturing sice, whch rice re'qui;es how many months to
tipen and so on. They know how to sow seeds and transplant fsp! outs: They can tell which
is a “low field” and which s an “'upper tield” They really know and undeistand. Only
this should be called natural science because this type of knowledge is closely connected
with the 1eality of the nation, with the ideas of nationalism, production, national
construction and national defence.

Our children do not play with toy cas. toy boats and toy guns which wese
formerly impotted at considerable cost. Qur children ace happy with driving spanows
away from the crops, tending cattle and butfajo, cellecting r::atuml fertilizer and helping
o buid dams wnd embankments and dig -eservuiis and ditches. Ouc childien have made
24t pregiess. Taey are wzil disciviinad. wer. SRaiui, S.avelbut aot arrazant or vicious.
[hey iove work and vroduction. They fove the catle, puffaiobs. telds. orchards, rice fieid
embankments, irrgation diiches, vilages. the narion and tHe peopie. They tespect the
people and stay close to them. They mie well hiamad in manual work and farm choues,
This is why we praise our children,

i3

i

The same thing is happeming in the towns. Qux goalfis to keep schooling close to
production work. The leaming of technology also p:oceeds on the same paftern, that is,
we lezarn technical skills and implement them while working. Reservoir, ditch and
cenal-digging techniques have also been masvzred in this way, as have factory-building or
repair skills. Many reservoirs, canals and ditches that we have now completed would have
taken years to finish if we had waited fo: the so-called agricultural experts of the previous
era to build them for us, In those days, thete weee Japanest, French, Buitish experts in -
this field. If we had waited, we would have remained depri\ﬂpd of water for rice planting
and rice for national construction for years and years to come. .

Look at the Prek Thnot dam. We had heard of this project for a long time, but
nothing had been done. Last year, we spent only one single| month to contain the Stung
Prek Thnot stream watar which is now used for rice planting in three districts. In 1976
Kompong Speu Khang Thong's harvest was better than ever before. The people in this
sector are now completely self-sufficient in rice, and can even supply some of the surplus
to the State for the first time in the history of Kompong Spet.

Therefore, our goal is to work, serve the nation-building movement and learn
technical skills at the same iime. Whether the dams and resesvoirs that we have buile last
only five or 10 years does not mairer. In the five or 10 yeirs to come we shall b2 much
more develop.d, riche- and more experiensed than we are now, and we will grasp many
more technical skills than we do now.

Thus, with this way of learning, we ae able tolserve in all fields - mulitary,
agricultural and industrial. In the past, here in Phnom Fenh, did you ever see any
Cambodian operate a lathe? Very tately. No Cambodian waould touch anything that had
16 do with machinery. Only foreigness were mechanics, Loc:)k now! Cambodian children
are sverywhere, They can do it W2 xe vary pleased with this new trend. This, the:efore, p
is a new stage in the building of cu: nation’s wechnical ranks, Our worker-peasant class, I
under the leadership of our revolutionary organizaiion, immédiately grasped the technical . ]
expertise after it seized political power. .

What will be the progress in the next couple of years? OQur goal is to transform
the existing machinery workshops, repair workshops bad spae parts producing
workshops into factories. Now, all woikshops both in Phnonln Penh and in the regions and
sectors ars undergoing a gradual change n this regard. The same pattern of development
is aiso taking place in other fields, as is the [word indistinct] [secror.

The order of the day is to learn surely and work sutely. We have mastered basic
medical science step by step. We are learning this science more extensively now. In this
manner, we foresee a 1adiant futuie. In the future, we will progeess mote rapidly, and not

tlugmut the country.

just in a few ateas, We will advance quickly in ali spheres thr
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In the field of river transport, we have noi:on with which to build ships; we use
wood instead. Shipbuilding can be seen both in Phnom Penh and up-country.

In the old days, we bought nearly everything from otlller countries. Now we are
making everything ourselves. If the results are not yet satisfactory, one consolation is that
we are striving hard to improve little by liitle,

All this constitutes our independent economic stand. Our ports are much mote
eificizat. better maintainad and more smoothly run than ever before. In efficiency they
are not far behind many of the wozd's larger porrs. Foreign|freighiacs docking in our
poits have praisad us. This shows that tachoical skill is not the derermining facror. The
determining factor i, in fact, the poiitical and ideclogical stand of ou: fraternal dock
wotkers. Their stend is lofty, theit revolutionary ideclogy firm, their sense of
responsibility high, their patriotism sublime, and thei: determination to protect the
n;l%on's honour unquestionable. All this more than compensates for any lack of technical
skifls.

Each production battiefleld, unit and front throushout our country follows this
p:ttern. Therefors, we clearly see that after thess past two years of trials, our culture is
making progress, our technical know-hew is making great neadway and our economy is
also developing. This is the actual sitzation of our nation-building drive, Progress is being
made on the basis of the principle of complete self-relianze,

Our Cambodian workers, peasaats, malz and female combatants and cadres are
very courageous. They were courageous during the war and they have been couragzous
since liberation. They have defended the country and built the country well on the stand
of complete independence and self-relianca.
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In the international arena, we have also achieved
Democratic Cambodia is known far and wide. The revolutionary
Third World peoples fighting for nztional and popular liberation
who cherish independence, peace and justice, and the great fami
have become increasingly satisfied with, and supported, our Den

impottant victories. Our
peoples in the world, the
1, our friends far and neat
ly of non-aligned nations
ocratic Cambodian stand

of independence and self-caliance. For this reason, w2 can say that all of us have caied

on well the revolutionary tasks left behind by our heroes and corarades-in-arms.

We should be proud of our past successes, but we should not become reckless,

careless and forgetful because of these achievements, We must, by contrast, become more
humble, alert and careful, and respect and follow every lihe of our revolutionary
organization more steadily. If we can do this resolutely, we shall cartainly succeed in

further strengthening and expanding cur successas.

We must uphoid our spirit of revelutonary vigilance at all timss against the

enemy from all guarters, both at nome and adroad, to defen
protect the woiker-peasant adminisiration and preserve the
resolutely and permanently. We must continue the struggle on

i Democratic Cambodia,
fruits of our revolution
the basis of the principles

of independence and seif-reliance, and implement and carry out our revolutionary
rganization’s 1977 plan 100% and even more. We must fulfill or overfulfil production

plans both within the framework of the overall 1977 plan and
each production battlefield, front, unit or base.

The production coips which are atready progressive sh
to overiulfil the plan to their fullest capacity. Other corp
rogressive corps and follow their footsteps in order to carry

[
within the framawork of

ould struggle even harder
5 should emulate those
but completely and even

overfulfil the 1977 plan so as to contribute, along with our ¢o-operative peasants, to

fulfilling and overfulfilling the 1977 rice planting plan.

I would like to conclude this report on the occasion of the second anniversary of

the great 17th April victory and the second anniversary of the
Cambodia here. Befoie concluding, however, 1 would like to

L

birth of our Democratic
xtend best wishes to all
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friends piesent hece and, theough vou, I would like to send my greetings and good wishes
to our friends - the male and female combatants and cad:es th.oughout the countey. May
you all enjoy good health and succeed in the tasks of detenchng the country, p: otecting
the worker-peasant administration and preserving the fruits of our Cambodian tevolution
and in all efforts to build our Democratic Cambodia. At the same time, allow me to
express best wishes to you on the occasion of our traditional New Year,

Long live the second anniversary of the great 17th April victory and the birth of
Democratic Cambodia!
The Anniversary Meeting in Phnom Penh
Phnom Penh home service 2300 gmt 15 Apr 77
cditord re

port:

The mass meeting in Phnom Prh was attended |py tens of thousands of

representatives of all units of the Cambodian revolutionary at
workers from all factories and male and female combatants an

It began at 0700 hours with the playing of the national anthem|

After Khisu Samphan's speech, 2 number of rep

my, representatives of the
cadres from all ministries.
and ended at 1700

resentatives spoke at the

meeting. They all expressed thelr firm resolve 1o (1) strive vigorousiy and constantly to
fu:fll a‘;l tynes of revolutionary tasks in accordznce with their individual tasks by big leaps
and bounds in order to defend and build ths country to|muke it prosper rapldiy,
(2) defend Democratic Cambodia, the land, tersitorial waters, seas, islands, revolutionary
gains, the worker-peasant administradon, peoai= and revolutionary organization;
(3) strive to build dams, reservoirs, ditches and canals to solve the water problem in order
successfully to fulfil the 1977 dry season plan; and (£) strive to increase production of all
products to the maximum, particularly rice production in|order to fulfil and even
overfulfil the 1977 plan.”

leng Sary Hosts Anniversary Reception
Phnom Penh home service 2300 gmt 17 Apr 77

Editorial report:

On the second anniversary of the 17th April victory and the birth of Democratic

" Cambodia, leny Sary, Deputy Premier in charge of foreign! affairs, hosted a solemn

reception at the Phrom Penh guest house on 17th April for all members of diplomatic

missions. Among those present were Vom Vet, Deputy Prerruei' for economic affairs; Son

Sen, Deputy Premier for national defence: and Thiounn Thiotunn. Heads of deIomanc

missions and their wives as well as staff members from| embassles accredited to
Democratic Cambodia attended. Deputy Premier leng Sary spoke at the reception.




