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brought into the Communist movement by Saloth Sar and his wife,
Khieu Ponnary. He had accompanied Sar to Office 100 in 1963 and
had nursed him through bouts of malaria and other ailments. By 1977,
however, probably because of his association with the Eastern Zone
and with intellectuals of his generation in the Parfy then being purged,
Siet Chhe’s credit had run out. Perhaps, as he suggested in his confes-
sion, other Party members were jealous of his high status. His arrest
was a clear indication that loyalty in the CPK was never a two-way
street. Indeed, because Siet Chhe was thought to have betrayed his
trust—or perhaps, as he claimed, because he was innocent and still
hoped for intercession from Pol Pot—his interrogations were particu-
larly severe. Moreover, just before his arrest he had been working
closely with Son Sen. His former mentor, to avoid being implicated him-
self, was probably zealous in pushing for a confession.

Like Keo Meas, Siet Chhe tried to send private memoranda to the
“upper brothers” from S-21. The fact that these documents survive in
the archive suggests thdt they never left the prison. Siet Chhe’s high sta-
tus, however, probably kept Duch and his colleagues from destroying
them. They are worth quoting in detail.”’

In the first of them, written a week after his arrest, Siet Chhe denied
the charges leveled against him. Three days later, he wrote to “Brother
89,” Son Sen: '

*

I am suffering horribly, brother! Never in my life have I run into anything like
this! When my daughter was in the enemies’ [Lon Nol’s] prison, I thought it
was a normal thing—a struggle between the enemy and us! Now that Pm con-
finied in the revolution’s prison (kuk padevat) on the other hand, I can’t under-
stand it, it’s enormously confusing, but in the end I can see clearly that it was
the CIA group, the Vietnamese consumers of territory, and people working for
the KGB who have dropped me into the revolution’s prison.

Siet Chhe told Son Sen that “three traitors” had slandered him. He
claimed to have reported everything about the issue “ro the Organiza-
tion ifi-detail through S-21.” By communicating directly with the
“upper brothers” he hoped to negotiate his fate. Later in the memoran-
dum, however, he noted that “I have always understood without any
firsthand knowledge [of the place] that once entering 5-21, very few

leave; that is, there’s only entermg, leaving never happens Brother, if

this is the case, I have no way out.’
His appeal for mercy is rendered more poignant by whar seems to be
its transparent honesty, its breathlessness, and, as we shall see, by the
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bnitality of Duch’s response. Siet Chhe was terrified. He knew that he
was about to be tortured. He wrote:

At S-21 for a week now, the staff have not used any methods at all against
my body. T have only been shackled. The staff have taken good care of me.
According to the people responsible for me, after five to seven days I would
enter stage 2, that is, the stage of being tortured.

. Beloved brother! I know I am finished! No matter how the comrades take
me and beat me, break my bones to bits, there will be nothing new to report.
It is certain that there will be only the flow of blood and feces, or death.

- . Please rescue me in time, brother. No matter how I die, I will be loyal to

the Party to the end.

If you don’t rescue your younger brothes, he will certainly die! And 1 will
agree to die by my own hand, not allowing the Party Security (santesuk pak)
‘to smash me [and thus] saving the honor of Parry Securxty for smashing of
[genuine] enemies . |

This is the ﬁnal time. . . . Brother, please rescue your younger brother in
time. I would be happy to grow rice with my wife and children on a collec-
tive farm. I don’t need to have any official position. You'need not think of
that, . . . Please save me, just let me live.

Duch’s reply, written after Chhe had been tortured, took issue with
the prisoner’s contention that he had been framed by treacherous asso-
ciates. “Pairting people black” was an enemy trick, Duch wrote, buit

- the €PK was “s6 far advanced” that it was always able to detect and

overcome such trickery. He went on to say that #

sine my-historical observations, L have neverséen-a single cadre victimized by
'to paint-him? black.“The Party doesn’t pretend to be worried

by thls issue. Speakmg to be easily understood,-[let me say that] theré has-

e cadre who-has come into santebal because of trickery to
©... What’s your understanding of the problem, brother?

Lookmg at the problem: does it arise because the CPK has been deceived
by the enemy into painting you black, or because you haven’t been straight-
forward with the CPK? It’s my understanding that you haven’t been straight-
forward with the CPK. What’s your understanding? I ask you to consider
this problem and resolve it. When we agree, we can work together.

Siet Chhe was hard to crack. In June Duch altered his approach. In

what may be the cruelest document in the $-21 archive, the interrogator
Tuy wrote to Siet Chhe:

Write out the story of [your] sexual activities with your own child in detail
because from the standpoint of the masses, this {offense] has been clearly
observed. You don’t need to deny this. Don’t let your body suffer more paiit
because of these petty matters.
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