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Information Concerning the Submission of Amicus Curiae Briefs to the Supreme Court Chamber of the ECCC
INFORMATION CONCERNING THE SUBMISSION OF AMICUS CURIAE BRIEFS TO THE SUPREME COURT CHAMBER OF THE ECCC

7 March 2011
1. Internal Rule 33(1)-(2) (Rev. 6) of the Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia provides as follows:

At any stage of the proceedings, the Co-Investigating Judges or the Chambers may, if they consider it desirable for the proper adjudication of the case, invite or grant leave to an organization or person to submit an amicus curiae brief in writing concerning any issue. The Co-Investigating Judges and the Chambers concerned shall determine what time limits, if any, shall apply to the filings of such briefs.
Briefs under this Rule shall be filed with the Greffier of the Co-Investigating Judges or Chamber concerned, who shall provide copies to the Co-Prosecutors and the lawyers for the other parties, who shall be afforded the opportunity to respond.
2. Organizations or persons wishing to submit an amicus brief to the Supreme Court Chamber (“Chamber”) must file an application with the Chamber for leave to submit an amicus brief (“application for leave”). The application for leave must specify the following: 

a. the applicant’s name, address, and interest in the case and issue(s); 

b. the issue(s) the applicant seeks to address, and the nature of the information or analysis the applicant proposes to submit; 

c. the applicant’s qualifications; 

d. whether and why the applicant wishes to participate in oral argument as amicus curiae;
e. the applicant’s reasons for believing the amicus brief will aid in the proper adjudication of the case; and
f. a statement identifying and explaining any contact or relationship the applicant had, or has, with any party to the case. 

3. Where possible, the application for leave should include the written amicus brief that the applicant seeks to have the Chamber accept.
4. Where the Chamber grants an application for leave that does not include the amicus brief, the Chamber shall determine the deadline for submitting the amicus brief. Upon receiving the amicus brief, the Chamber has the discretion to reject it.  

5. Organizations and persons considering applying for leave and organizations and persons invited by the Chamber to submit an amicus brief should note the following:
a. Amicus briefs shall be made in writing. Amici may be invited to participate in oral argument at the Chamber’s discretion; 

b. Amicus briefs shall be limited to questions of law and may not include factual evidence relating to elements of a crime charged or indicted; 

c. The Chamber may set page limits on the length of an amicus brief;
d. Amici will not be subject to examination, nor will they be allowed to call witnesses or evidence; and

e. Amici curiae shall bear their own expenses. The Chamber may authorize the Office of Administration to reimburse the reasonable expenses incurred in connection with participation in the ECCC’s proceedings if the amicus has been specifically invited to submit an amicus brief to or appear before the Chamber. 

6. An application for leave and all amicus briefs must be submitted in one of the three official working languages of the ECCC (Khmer, English, or French).

7. Applications for leave and amicus briefs may be posted to: 

Greffier, Supreme Court Chamber

Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia 

National Road 4, Chaom Chau, Dangkao, P.O. Box 71 

Phnom Penh, Cambodia
They may also be attached to an email and sent to a Greffier of the Supreme Court Chamber. Please contact the Supreme Court Chamber at +855(0)23 219814 to obtain the appropriate email address.  
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